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Deadly truck 
terror attack 


People run down on New York bike path — 8 dead, 11 hurt 


Laura Morton / Special to The Chronicle 2016 


Michael Tilson Thomas will become 
the first music director laureate. 


Symphony 
maestro 
Thomas to 


step down 


Music director says 
he will retire in 2020 
after his 25th season 


By Joshua Kosman 


Michael Tilson Thomas will step 
down as music director of the San 
Francisco Symphony at the end of the 
2019-20 season, marking the end of the 
longest and arguably most significant 
chapter in the orchestra’s 106-year 


history. 


Since taking up the position of music 
director in 1995, Thomas has overseen a 
remarkable transformation that has 
vaulted the San Francisco Symphony to 
a central position among the top or- 
chestras of the United States and given 
it a distinctive profile on the interna- 


tional stage. 


The move, announced to the orches- 
tra on Tuesday, Oct. 31, is scheduled to 
coincide with both the end of Thomas’ 
25th season at the organization’s helm 
and his 75th birthday in December 
2019. He will remain with the Sympho- 
ny in the newly created post of music 
director laureate, conducting at least 
four weeks each year and undertaking 
a variety of special programming proj- 


ects. 


“T guess part of my decision was just 
a matter of thinking in round num- 
bers,” Thomas said in a phone inter- 
view. “I’ve been very pleased to see the 
development of the music making in 
Thomas continues on A8 


A police officer talks to bystanders after a truck driver ran down people, 
killing eight and injuring 11 before police shot and critically wounded him. 


11. 


| 
Todd Heisler / New York Times 


James Keivom / New York Daily News 


Responders and New York police are on the scene where a driver ended his deadly pickup truck rampage by ram- 
ming into a school bus after mowing down bicyclists and pedestrians on a bike path along the Hudson River. 


By Benjamin Mueller, William K. 
Rashbaum and Al Baker 


NEW YORK — A driver plowed a 
pickup truck down a crowded bike 
path along the Hudson River in Man- 
hattan on Tuesday, killing eight peo- 
ple and injuring 11 before being shot 
by a police officer in what officials 
are calling the deadliest terrorist 
attack in New York City since Sept. 


The rampage ended when the mo- 
torist — whom the police identified 
as Sayfullo Saipov, 29 — smashed 
into a school bus, jumped out of his 
truck and ran up and down the high- 
way waving a pellet gun and paint- 
ball gun and shouting, “Allahu Ak- 
bar,” Arabic for “God is great,” before 
he was shot in the abdomen by the 
officer. He remained in critical condi- 
tion Tuesday night. 

Uber has confirmed that the Sai- 


Terror continues on A9 


Senators press tech firm reps 
on Russian-funded election ads 


By Marissa Lang 


Online anonymity and tech 
companies’ inability to discern 
real corporations from shell 
firms funded by Russian mon- 
ey prevented Facebook, Google 
and Twitter from identifying 
Russian interference in the 
2016 election, company repre- 
sentatives said Tuesday during 
a hearing before the U.S. Sen- 
ate Judiciary Committee. 

Though it was a rare oppor- 
tunity for lawmakers to grill 
tech firms on their practices 


» Trump’s reaction: President 
tries to diminish the significance 
of aide who pleaded guilty. A5 


and policies, senators seemed 
frustrated by the companies’ 
refusal to back regulation of 
political ads online and open 
up about their efforts to root 
out terrorism and foreign 
meddling. 

“How did Facebook, which 
prides itself on being able to 
process billions of data points 
and transform them into per- 


sonal connections for its users, 
somehow not make the con- 
nection that electoral ads paid 
for in rubles were coming from 
Russia?” asked Sen. Al Fran- 
ken, D-Minn. 

Twitter’s Sean Edgett later 
became the sole tech company 
representative to commit to not 
accepting political ads that are 
paid for in a foreign currency. 

Facebook’s general counsel, 
Colin Stretch, declined to go as 
far as making a promise under 
oath. Google’s representative, 

Hearing continues on A4 


Fish sales from boat 
get going at Wharf 


By Tara Duggan 


For the first time in almost 
two decades, a fisherman sold 
fish straight from his boat at 
Fisherman’s Wharf. 

Giuseppe “Joe” Pennisi sold 
about 230 pounds of rockfish, 
petrale sole and other fish 
from his boat on Saturday and 
Sunday, making him the first 
to take part in a pilot program 
at the Port of San Francisco 
that allows fishermen to sell 


directly to retail customers 
from their boats. 

David and Evelyn Riley of 
Fremont were the first custom- 
ers to stroll up Saturday to 
Pennisi’s boat, the Pioneer, 
which was docked on Pier 47 
near Scoma’s Restaurant. They 
took home about 11 pounds of 
petrale sole and 8 pounds of 
chilipepper rockfish for $79. 
They returned the next day 
with their college-age son and 

Seafood continues on A8 


INSIDE 


Dodgers force 
Series Game 7 


» Los Angeles wins a pitchers’ 
duel 3-1 to force a winner- 
take-all game Wednesday. B1 


Weather 

Partly cloudy. 

r Am Highs: 56-70. 
Lows: 38-54. C6 
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Assemblywoman Melissa Melendez is seeking to protect the 
jobs of legislative workers who complain of sex harassment. 


Protections sought 
for whistle-blowers 
on lawmakers’ staffs 


By Melody Gutierrez 


SACRAMENTO — Over the 
years, California lawmakers 
have passed and strengthened 
whistle-blower protections to 
encourage private and public 
employees to report wrong- 
doing at their workplaces 
without fear of retaliation. But 
they have deliberately left one 
group of workers unprotected: 
their own. 

Critics say the Legislature’s 
reluctance to extend whistle- 


blower protections in the 
male-dominated statehouse 
has contributed to a pervasive 
culture of sexual harassment 
and abuse described by wom- 
en in and around the Capitol 
last month. 

“Welcome to the rules of 
irony,” said Assemblywoman 
Melissa Melendez, R-Lake 
Elsinore (Riverside County). 
“The attitude is the rules are 
for you and not me.” 

Melendez was one of 300 

Legislature continues on A9 


